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My Family Background 

by  

Edward Gelles 
 

born in Vienna, Austria on 24th November 1927 
 

whose parents were Dr David Itzig Gelles (1883-1964)  
and  

Regina Griffel (1900-1954) 
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Edward Gelles with his father Dr. David Itzig Gelles and his mother           

Regina Gelles nee Griffel with her elder son Ludwig 
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Edward Gelles is the second son of Dr David Itzig Gelles and Regina Griffel. My paternal ancestry 

includes rabbis of Weinstein, Horowitz, Helman, Halpern and Shapiro families. My maternal line 

goes back from my grandparents David Mendel Griffel and Chawa Wahl to Chajes, 

Katzenellenboegn, Luria families amongst others. 

The two sides of my family were involved in a number of inter-marriages.  Important ancestors 

included Mordecai Jaffe, the 16th century Chief Rabbi of Prague, Grodno, and Posen. He was known 

as the Levush after the title of his magnum opus, and a branch of this family carried down the name 

of Levush while another branch who adopted Itzig as their family name became Court Jews in Berlin.  

The lines of ascendancy of Gelles and Griffel went back to common ancestors in the Treves rabbinic 

family of 14th century France. Matityahu Treves was Rabbi of Paris and subsequently became Chief 

Rabbi of France. The Treve rabbis were descended from the biblical scholar Rabbi Salomon ben 

Isaac, known as “Rashi”, who lived at Troyes in the 11th Century and his lineage went back to the 

Kalonymos of Narbonne. 
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Rabbi Nahum Uri Gelles with (left to right) Lotte, Max, David, and Bertha 
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My grandfather Nahum Uri Gelles (1852-1934) was Chief Rabbi of Solotwina in Galicia, an outlying province of 

the Austrian Empire from 1772 to 1918. My grandfather married Esther, the daughter of Rabbi Zvi Aryeh 

Weinstein and Gittel Horowitz. 

The photo shows four of my grandparent’s six children, including my father David Itzig Gelles who was born in 

1883 (standing to the right in the photo). He held the degree of Dr Juris of Vienna University and practised as an 

advocate in that city. He was a leading member of the Viennese Jewish community and of the Austrian Zionist 

movement. 

My father’s younger siblings Lotte and Max (born 1895 and 1897) followed him in obtaining their degrees of Dr. 

Juris in Vienna. Max was a practising advocate, wrote a standard commentary on Austrian Company Law, and 

was an outstanding amateur chess player. He left his daughter Elsa who lived in New York, and who is followed 

by her son, the medical specialist Dr. Peter Schmaus and his issue. 

Lotte married twice, to the lawyer Dr. L. Ostrer of Vienna and secondly to the physician Dr Kurt Kalmann in Tel 

Aviv. 

Bertha was born in 1881 and emigrated to America shortly before the First World War. She married Nathan 

Resnik in January 1914. Two children followed in 1915 and 1916 and a third in 1921. Her daughter Edythe had 

two sons, Dr Stuart Rothenberg, is an authority on Ayurvedic medicine and Dr Robert Rothenberg is a family 

physician. Stuart’s daughter, the journalist Jennie Rothenberg Gritz, sent me this photo which appears to be a 

valedictory record taken prior to Bertha’s departure for America. 
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Dr Stuart Rothenberg is the Chief 

Medical Officer of David Lynch 

Foundation and National Director of 

TM Health Professionals Association 

 

He is the grandson of Bertha Gelles 

Resnick 
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Isaac Herzog (b. 1960) 

11
th

 President of Israel 
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Chaim Herzog (1918 – 1997)   Isaac Herzog (1960 - ) 
6th President of Israel 1983 – 1993)    11th President of Israel 2021 -  
 



Page | 12  
© Edward Gelles 2023 

  The chart shows my mother Regina Gelles nee Griffel as first cousin of the distinguished Dr Jacob Griffel (see below) 
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See - Edward Gelles, An Ancient Lineage European Roots of a Jewish Family [2006], pp. 113-116 
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Edward Gelles and David Griffel are first cousins as shown on the following chart. 
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Edward Gelles and David Griffel 
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Griffel – Wahl - Taube 

Shulim Wahl 

Tarnobreg 

b. 1838 

Sarah Safier 

Tarnobreg 

b. 1842 

Rachel Wahl 

1879 – 1965 

m Abraham Taube 

Lemberg 

1873 - 1906 

Edward Gelles 

Vienna b. 1927 

Chawa Wahl 

1877 – 1941 

m David M Griffel 

Nadworna 

1875 - 1941 

Zyga Taube 

1905 - 1985 

m Lola Popper 

Krakow 1907 - 1987 

Thaddeus N Taube 

Krakow b. 1931 

Regina Griffel 

1900 – 1954 

m Dr David Gelles 

Vienna -  1883 - 1964 

m 



Page | 19  
© Edward Gelles 2023 

 

Thaddeus N Taube with his wife Dianne and 

Edward Gelles at dinner in London (2002) 

Tad Taube and Edward Gelles are second 

cousins whose grandmothers are Rachel Wahl 

and Chawa Wahl. 
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Published books by Edward Gelles                                                      

‘An Ancient Lineage: European Roots of a Jewish Family: Gelles-Griffel-Wahl-Chajes-

Safier-Loew-Taube. London: Valentine Mitchell, 2006.’ 

‘Family Connections. Gelles – Horowitz - Chayes.  Maastricht: Shaker, 2008.’ 

‘Family Connections. Gelles - Shapiro - Friedman. Maastricht: Shaker, 2009.’ 

‘Ephemeral and Eternal: Josef Gelles A Brief Life. Maastricht: Shaker, 2010.’ 

‘Meeting My Ancestors: Genealogy, Genes, and Heritage. Maastricht: Shaker, 2011.  

‘The Jewish Journey: A Passage through European History. London: IB Tauris, 2016.’ 

‘Edward Gelles: Photographs relating to my family and ancestral background. 

London – (Cewe), 2020’ 

 


